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(Anglia, i, 475) did not object to the use of to 
after seken, but to the simultaneousness of two 
different constructions with seken, namely with 
a direct object (straunge strondes) and with an 
indirect object {to feme halwes). The objection 
is valid if to feme halwes be taken as co-ordi- 
nate with straunge strondes. It seems to me, 
however, that to f erne halwes is a specification 
added to the two general statements goon on 
pilgrimages and seken straunge strondes. If 
any one objects to the use of to feme halwes 
with the second of the two general statements, 
zeugma is a sufficient explanation. 

George Hempl. 

University of Michigan. 



DANTE INTERPRETATION. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs: — A curious anticipation of Professor 
Todd's exegesis of Purgatorio xix. 51 will be 
found in A. J. Butler's ' Purgatory of Dante ' 
(London, 1880), p. 230. Butler's note reads 
as follows : 

"Donne is the reading of nearly every 
edition. Buti has done (=donate), which does 
not rhyme." 

Butler is in error, however, in making 
Buti conjecture done=donate. The latter's 
commentary on the passage is : 

" Che avran di consolar Vanime done; cioe 
ch'aranno dono di consolare l'anime loro" 
(Tomo 2, p. 149). 

The editor of the edition I have consulted 
(1865) is also of the same mind, for he appends 
this foot-note : 

"Done, dono con la desinenza in e come 
fume, pome o cotali." 

Butler, it would thus appear, builded 
better than he knew. I need hardly say that 
his blunder does not deprive Prof. Todd's 
conjecture of the merit of originality. 

Fred N. Scott. 

University of Michigan. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The Ninth Annual Convention of the Modern 
Language Association of America will be 
held in Columbian University (15th and H 



Streets), Washington, D. C, on December 28- 
31 inclusive. On the evening of the 28th an 
address of welcome will be given by President 
James C. Welling, LL.D., of Columbian Uni- 
versity, and this will be followed with an 
address by the Hon. A. R. Spofford, LL.D., 
Librarian of the Congressional Library, on 
" The Characteristics of Style." The regular 
sessions of the Convention will meet on the 29, 
30 and 31, when the following papers will be 
presented: 1. "The Gerund in Nineteenth 
Century English," Professor J. L. Armstrong, 
Trinity College, N. C; 2. "Jeande Mairet, A 
Critical Study in the History of French Litera- 
ture," Mr. Julius Blume, fohns Hopkins 
Univ., Md.; 3. " Ignored Resources of French 
Literature for College Study," Miss Louise 
Both-Hendriksen, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 4. "Di- 
minutives in -ing in Low German," Mr. A. F. 
Chamberlain, Clark Univ., Mass.; 5. "Au- 
gustini Sendebrev til Cyrillus, and Jeronymi 
Levnet," (Gl. Kong. Saml. No. 1586, Copen- 
hagen), DhDanielKilham Dodge, Columbia 
College, N. Y; 6. " The Islefios of Louisiana 
and their Dialect," Professor Alcee Fortier, 
Tulane Univ., La.; 7. "Nathan der Weise 
(with special Reference to the Criticisms of 
Kuno Fischer)," Mr. Gustav Gruener, 
Yale Univ., Conn.; 8. "James Russell Lowell 
as a Prose Writer," Professor Th. W. Hunt, 
Princeton College, N. J.; 9. "Indo-European 
Parallel Roots with and without initial s, 
especially in the Germanic Languages," Pro- 
fessor Gustaf Karsten, Indiana Univ., Ind.; 
10. "The Phonology of the Patois of Cachy " 
(DSpartement de la Somme), Professor Thomas 
Logie, Williams College, Mass.; n. "The 
Law Language in England from Edward I. to 
Henry VIII," Professor B. F. O'Connor, 
Columbia College, N. Y.; 12. "The Jersey 
Dialect" (Channel Islands), Professor Joseph 
S. Shefloe, Womans College, Baltimore ; 
13. "Philology and Literature in American 
Colleges and Universities," President Henry 
E. Shepherd, College of Charleston, S. C. It 
is proposed by the President of the Pedagogical 
Section, Professor Edw. S. Jovnes of South 
Carolina College, that the paper read by Mr. 
E. H. Babbitt before the Nashville Con- 
vention : " How to Use Modern Languages as 
a Means of Mental Discipline " (cf. Publications 
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